Blaive’s Epnl R[8[0€

".:6. ,51 Gal. 5:1-12
P, St S ALL OR NOTHING

Art. in paper--woman baptized injured son herself
after rec. instr. from priest.»Deeply sympathize w/
troubled ht. - bubt angered at bondage thit tormented her

- How she needed Galatians--forever strikes off such
shackles. 7Th'is Sth chap. begins last section.
| 1-2, personal;f3-L, logical:[5-6, practical.
lib, illus. 1lib, defend. llb. applied
apost. of 1. §doct. of 1. life of 1lib.

This is strongest lang. of epistle. Powerful, clear-
cut warning against Perils of Legality & then a nlain
revel. of Price of Liberty.
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1T ever a word needs defining--liberty or freedom.
Most think means: "Doing what 1 want to do'.  Actually

worst vos. tyne of slavery! 3¢ 1ilSnUei§§;ﬁ aﬁi
a hunger never satlofLedJ More & more & M6re~sf gz%?“$
(awl,f Al Comne dotd . - M ag L d — Ly W/
Then what is 1ib?»rDoing what we vught to do! Bewjg
what e ougnht to be. ,fxulflllwng the capac. & possib.
God has ~laceiw’i us, in way & manner He desires!!
That satisfies!
(Freest man ever trod earth--Ji.,>Never any sense
of constraint--walked among men at vill Ministered

wherever chose.;»lgnored mere trad, flne scorn.
> Taunted enemics w/ impotence: "Jhere I am thitrer, =tc
~~ Decl.:"No man uak‘UHBW'lll from ne." Even when
led in chains, at His will. "I gave my back etc.")
= Secret of it all: "I do alrays "7411 of Him who sent
Melt

U see, true freedom inwlves discivline & control.
(Quote on rivers & swamps)
e JX had come into these Gal. lives, as does into
s, & cléeared dway dams of self-will & drained waters
back into 1:roper channels. Brot back under God's
control. >Put w/i the inner counstraint of a love that
delights tou obey! (True secr. of freedum: love t at
del] crh’os 0 sery, Mothers, are examrle--Mother's Day)
Ly (l«h’wia'r’“fé/’_i ety
=250 When u fall in love w/ JX bec. of what He did, &
learn God fully satisfiecd w/ thate--all u need! > Throw
away ur laws--ht. desires to -lease X never break them.
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~ But Jedaizers saying: 'leed something else. aod no%
satisfied until v are circumcised!®
Paul sagys: "IMust choose one or the other. Zither
X or the law. 2If circ., £ of no value to you at all, &
only way be safv, by doing whole law. All or nouulnﬁ.
(Lnﬂ ists need to hear today. SDA says ”aaouath
then I ask: circum., sacrifices, feast days.)

Then Paul says: "If trying to be oleasing tu God by
law, then X ¢f no use to you, & fallen from grace.”
iuch confusion of ohrase, "fallen etc."=3ome, if
after bec. Xian, fall into sin again--lose salvation.
Then we all lose salv. every day! ,>>Ro, means if
u really bel. something else LCCSSS. to keep saved, then
not saved at all! I is no value to you--have no Suvior!
—=(U sgy, "Have many friends, Meth., Nagz., Pent.,
etc. who bel. X saves, but nust kees saved by good life
are they recally lost? >»Lo, many such are bet. than cree
Bel. other fellow lost, but not them--but danger)
e V%. 5-5 contrasts true Xian lib. with the b.ondage of
legality. (Read)
True bel. have Sp. of God w/i--therefore we can
do anytining! Plio area of life or activity of man is
excluded for a Zian. Unly limitation is on how & when
we do somethingﬂ:zfiike trains on tracks, can rush
along w/ 1ib. & power, under contr. of &ngr. at thrott
~And tracks lead 0 every conceiv. activibty & exper.

man can desire. He who has not Sn. like train w'o
engr. or track.' Tries to cut cr ss fields to some
exper.--bogs down in mud, frustrated, unhan~y, enslaveg,

And yet, even we are waiting for somecthing. Hot
the end of the story here. »But not raiting for right.-
have that as gift of God, o, waiting for end to which
right. brings us--w.at is 1t? Glory! "5hall change

these bodies of humiliation", >ileantime--Taith obeys ti
love} I i
PRICE OF LIBIRTY, -1z
This whole Qecbﬂon nas the false teachers in view.
Apost. wants these Gal. & us to realize Xian 1ib. cannot
be preached or practiced w/o arousing violent on—ositio:
Look at terms he uses:
—they were hindering them Ifrom obeying truth
~—they were persuading tncn--h not from God.
uhe* were leavening their lives T evil,
-thp' were Broubllng them--but Jud:ment comin

“yen %ccuquu Faul of inconsistency--—rgaching circun u
T lind atims P Widgen, vn YU Gt /Zﬁm 7 ia?.q



(s/
sver noticed, when man makes a relig., aiways
starts with some beaut. thot or ideal.
—Center of Buddhism - morality
~Centir of Hinduism - sanctity of life
~GCenter of Mohammedanism - o _.easure
~Cent=r of Xian Science - good, beauty, truth
~Center of Jeh. Jitnesses - gov't, order
—Center of Mormonism -~ dominion, ~ower
t the center of Xianity, God's relig., is a bloody,
shanefm., ugly, oulm-lurf ;yous‘ Stunbl ng-block Seandal
Len E& ¢ ..JI/» Lorgd ‘frlﬁ.'v,m PAthed .
/ﬁ*“os~ offends men bec. it revedl their 1n;-.rard evil.
dhy did they crucify JX, who did nothing but good,
& taught nothing but rif-’nt?

Zaver notice what & -uszle that was to rilate. Had
found no wrong & vetb tnc* hos Tlca, "Grucify dim".  PBi-
nally came very close to truth, for it says: "lie knew
that for envy they had delivered him."

—(Cross revealed th: envy of these nreud, religious
men. Crucified Him to silence Him for he was in ner-
netual rrotest against the existing order of things.
A bither had to acce.t iim & His tedching: and
admit thelr pride & hypocrisy & evil--or murder

Him & silence His voice & be rid ol Him,

" Has the offense «
T0O maike cu.;;f:'zed refined, co-
make their eyes flash fire, & their faccs contort--
~2sug. to 2 roow_ 11, as I have, that God will never

receive a man who comes by any ot <r wayv tha n faith
in ‘»'ork of £ on Jross-~that sincerity & faith in
some -ricsthood, or sacrifice, or boock is not enuf.
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If v want tc be uwnponular & shunned, .;nenti n name

0
of JX & [is comcept of life in sonme mua of business
men, wlanning how to make more money in mar ts cf trade.
dhen they see how Cross reveal. tzat at roct of mater-

ialism is, godlessness they will simn u like g lener.
, Pbuuu’f‘d 77Mquwf P bt
‘:) Everything dJesus stood fo & everytning’/Crods rellly fsf
means s as unto ular today as ever. —li & have fellov=
ship w/ Him we stand where He s.wod. If we want to
share yyc wonderf. 1lib. of Son o God, we must bear.
the offense, the stumbling-block of the Cross. Ace st

QQAMXZ,!




,//;>? Then in one {lery, flasning sen ﬂ“ce ijaul sh
~much he hates this creeping - risstcs that ats
to steal away the libertr of .ian men - onen.

Vs.(le ~ Tened dewn in our Autinorizsd version, wub
0D, SCVBrSSu ex;rvss on in 211 razl's lotters.
*mw 14l C 42 ”Wﬂ &‘Z‘;W
ﬁ;ylit,: "T would t‘&u tiiese circunciscrs would go
Tthe whole limit, and castrate themselves as well,'

er. to vracivice of tioe rlaests o
vown of Fesai“us in Galatia. S
god, they casvrated Uhemseives.

> daying, "I bodily m u¢lau1un, like circuncisiu,
is any real hel- to o&lwnvs then wiy dun't ther go

the whole wey & cas.rale LNLHSC;VeS, rerha-s titls
would be even more vo:criul hel <©o saivation.”

=1t is his last & most noverful effort to gri- the
hearts of these .rd and snor then how eapty, how futile,
silly & stupid is any attemnt to reach God excent
thru faith in Jesus Christ.

R set you free. I gave zou liberty. A satisfies
your heart & moul, .07 be done "dth all else. Turn
from circuwmcisicn or bantisn or good ~orks or church
membership or confirmation or masses or novenas or
anything else & take ur stand at the Cross of X,

bearing its offense, standing for whzat it stands for,
and enter into tie 1iberav, tie glorious, restful,
oreciouvs liberty of the chilidren of God,"

#57



"The difference bet.een a river and a swamp is that a river is con-
fined within banks, while a swamp is not... DBecause a river is confined
and channeled, it has life. It is a mighty, moving, l¥Iving thing. Be-
cause a swampt has no restrictions, it becomes thin and stagnant... In
our modern life we boast of freedom., de want 1life without restrictions
and without confinement, Unly se forget that such living becomes stag-
nant."  fditorial, Wesleyan Xian Advocave






